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Honorable John Dawson
County attorney, San Patrioio COunty
Sinton, Texas.

Dear Sir: : "'Opinion No. 0«5835
' ) "Re: OffioialﬁMt Te \to be

married art
" missioned as a nowry

PUBTTO

Your leftef of JanujAfy

B ’ NS
- 190, requesting the opin-.
fon of this department regar ng @ veJtion stated therein

reads as rollows' o
ate an opin-.ﬁ,

fie tera of such appointe
*A' duly qualiried

", fier exhaustive reading of Title 99, Revised
Civil Statutes of Texas, as amended, I am somewhat '
at & lost as to how to advise her. I would be ine .
clined to advise her it would be proper to continue
the use of her malden name in taking acknowledpgeuments
verz it not for an early Texas Supreme Court ruling
that the law bestows a husband's name upon a wife,
and she should be sued, and prooess against hex

- should run in her husband's nane, Furthermore, she -
does not desire to use her maiden name,"

174



175

Honorable John Dawson, page &

: Atter carefully reviewing the statutes and various
_ aecisions of the appellate courts of this State, we have failed

to find any statute .or decision by the appelliate courta touch-
ing upon the question under consideration.

The identical question presested in your inquiry has
been before this department on various occasions, and in an

opinion of this dcpariment written February 23, 1937, Book 375,
Page 518, letter Opinions of this department, it was held that
wvhen a single woman was appointed and qualified as a notary pube
1io, and later married, she should continue to use her malden
name and not her maerried name, when acting as a notary public,

Ta ansthar 6pinion, this department held that when a
single woman was appoiated and quelificd as e notary publioe,

and later married, she should use her maiden name and add the
surname of her husband when acting as a notary public., (Letter
Opinions of the Attorney General's Department, Book 367, Page 970)

. A repxcsentative of the Seacretary orfState has in-
formed us

that it hus been tihe policy of sald office tg permit -
a single woman who was appointed and qualified as a notary pube

lic, apon her marriase, to continue to act as a notary public .
under her maiden name. It is also the pollcy of the Secretary

of stete to permit . a single woman who has been appointed and qualie
fied as a notary publie¢, upon her marrisge, to Ggualify under her
married nase, and a new commission 1s issued accordingly. The
veoretary of State charges no fee for the new commission,

It is our opinion that when a single woman who has
been arpointed and gqualified as a notary publle, and iaeter marries,

can qualify and act as & notary public under her married name by
following the procedure prescribed by the Seoretary of State. It
is our further opinion that as a matter of precaution she should
80 Qualify after her marriage. : :

Forms of certificates cun be secured from the Seoretary
of State for the purpose of Quallfyiag under her married namne,

virnf aoFEB 8, 1944 Yours very truly
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